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Give an i: of thy FUE IP thou OY 
be no longer Steward. 


the Creature to his Creator, is exhibited 
to us in the Oracles of Gop under va- 
rious Repreſentations. Conſider'd as a Sinner, a 


TR Ain e 0 Gop, 


fallen Creature, he is chere repreſented as a Debtor 


to his Creator, He is alſo frequently repreſented as - 
a Servant, which indeed is eſſential to him as Crea- 
ture: Inſomuch that this Appellation is given to the 
Son of Gop when in his State of Humiliation : ' He 
#doft upon him the Form $f ente ring made in 


exe of News; 


2. But no Character more exaQly. agrees with 
the present State of Man than that of a Steward. 
Our bleſſed Lord r N repreſents him ms 
e 4 | 


6:43 


and there is a peculiar Propriety in the Repreſenta- 


ion. It is only in one particular Reſpect, namely, 


as he is a Sinner that he is ſtiled a Debtor. And 
when he is ſtiled a Servant, the Appellation is ge- 
neral and indeterminate. - But a Steward is a Ser- 
vant of a particular Kind: Such an one as Man 
is in all Reſpefts. This Appellation is exactly ex- 
preſſive of his Situation in the preſent World; ſpe- 
cifying what Kind of Servant he is to Gop, and 
what Kind of Service his divine Maſter expects from 


him. 


It may be of Uſe then to conſider this Point 
throughly, and to make our full Improvement of 
it. In order to this, let us, firſt, inquire, in what 
Reſpects we are now Gop's Stewards, Let us, 


ſecondly, obſerve, .that when he. requires our Souls 


of us, we can be no langer Stewards. It will then 
only remain, as we may in the third Place obſerve, 
to give an Account of our Stewardſbip. - 


1. 1. And firſt, we are to inquire, in what Re- 
ſpects we are now Gop's Steward. We Are in- 


debted to Him for all we have; but although a 
Debtor is obliged to return what he has received, 
yet until the Time of Payment comes, be is at Li- 
berty to uſe it as he pleaſes. It is not ſo with a 
Steward: He is not at Liberty to uſe what is lodged 
in his Hands, as hz pleaſes, but as his Maſter pleaſes, 


He has no Right to (diſpoſe? of any Thing which is 
in his Hands, but according to the Wilbof his Lord. 
For he is not the Proprietor of any of theſe Things, 
but barely intruſted with them by another: And 
intruſted on this expreſs Condition, that * — 


oY. of 
dnpdſe öf all as his Maſter orders. Now this 18 
exactly the Cafe of every Man, with Relation to 
GoÞ. We are not at Liberty to uſe what He has 
lodged in our Hands, as we pleaſe, but as he pleaſes, 
who alone is the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, and 
the Lord of every Creature. We have no Right 
to diſpoſe of any Thing we have, but according 
to his Will, ſeeing we are not Proprietors of-any 
of theſe Things: They are all, as our Lord ſpeaks, 
axrorpit, belonging to another Perſon; nor is any 
Thing Pere x own, in the Land of our Pi. 
image. We ſhall not receive T Tz, our own 
hings, till we come to our own Country. Eternal 
Things onty are our os: With all thee temporal 
Things, we are barely iutruſted by another; the 
Diſpoſer and Lord of afl. And he intruſts us with 
them on this expteſs Condition, that we uſe them 
only as our Maſter's Gods, and according to the 
aaa Directions which he has given us in his: 
2. On this Condit on He hath intruſted us with 


our Souls, our Bodies, our Goods, and Whatever 
other Talents we have received: But in order to- 


impreſs this weighty Truth on our Hearts, it will 
be needful to come to Particulars, 
And Firſt, Gov has intruſted us with our Soul, 
an immortal Spirit, made in the Image of God, 
together witk all the Powers and Faculties thereof, 


Underſtanding, "Imagination, Memory; Will, and 


4 Tram of Affections, either included in it, or 
cloſely dependent upon it; Love and Hatred, Joy 
and Sorrow, reſpecting preſent Good and Evil; 
Deſire and Aver ſion, Hope and Fear, reſpecting 
4: A 3 thas 


7 


6 


that which is to come. All theſe, St Paul ſeems 
to include in two Words, when he ſays, The Peace. 
of Gad keep your Hearts and Minds. Perhaps indeed 
the latter Word, vonpvra, might rather be ren». 
dered Thoughts : Provided we take that Word in 
its moſt extenſive Senſe, for every Perception of 
the Mind, whether active or paſlive. 

3- Now of all theſe, it is certain, we are only: | 
Stewards. Gop has intruſted us with theſe Powers 
and Faculties, not that we may. employ them ac- 


cording to our own Will, but according to the ex - 
preſs Orders Which be has given us: (Although it 


is true, that in doing his Will, we moſt effectually 
fecure our own Happineſs, ſecing it is herein only 
that we can be happy, either in Time, or in 

ternity.) T hus, we are to uſe our Underſtanding, 
our Imagination, our 1 nah to the Glory, 


SS 4 © = 


be plated as he ditects. We are to love and 


hate, to rejoice and grieve, to deſire and ſhun, to 
hope and Fear, according to the Rule which He 


e whoſe we are, and whom we are tq 
erve in all Things. Even our Thoughts are not 


our on in this Senſe: They are not at our own. - 


Diſpoſal : But for every deliberate Motion of our 
* we are accountable to our great Maſter. . 

. Gop has, ſecondly, intruſted us with our 
Bok zes,, (thoſe exquiſitely wrought Machines, ſo 


 fearfully and wonderfully made) with all the Powers 


and Members thereof. He has intruſted_us with 
the Organs of Senſe, of Sight, Hearing, and the 
reſt ; But none of thele are given us as our own, 


to 


\ 


£79 Jy 


to be employed according to our on Will. None 


of theſe are ent us in ſuch a Senſe, as to leave us 
at Liberty to uſe them as we pleaſe for a Sea- 


ſon. No: We have received them on theſe very 


Terms, that as long as they abide with us, we 
ſhould employ them all, in that yery: Manner, and 
no other, Which he appoints. 

5. It is on the ſame Terms, that He has im- 
parted to us that moſt excellent Talent of Speech. 
Thou haſt given me a; Tongue, ſays the ancient Wri- 
ter, that I may praiſe. ther therewith. For this Pur- 
poſe Was it given to all the Children of Men, to 
be employed in glorifying Gop. Nothing there- 
fore is more ungrateful, or more abſurd,” than to 
think or ſay, our Tongue are our own. That can- 
not be, unleſs we have created ourſelves, and ſo 
are independent on the Moſt High. Nay, but it is 
He that hath made, and not ' we: ourſelves. ; The 


manifeſt Conſequenee is, That he is ſtill. Lord ober 


16, in this as in all other; Reſpects. It follows, 


that there is not a Word of our Tongue, for 141750 | 


Ve are inot, accountable to him. 


6. To him we are cqually accountable. * the * 
Uſe of our Handi and Feet, and all the Members: 
of our Body. Tbeſe are ſo many Talents which 


are committed to our Truſt, until the Time ap- 
painted by the Father Untib then, we have the 


Ul of all theſe; but as Stewards. not as Proprie- 


tors: To the End, we ſhould render them not as. 
Inferuments. of Unrighteauſneſs. unto Sin, but 6s _— 
fituments. of Righteouſneſs unts GOD. 


3 7. Gop has intruſted us, thirdly, KF a _ | 
” * of worldly Goods: with Food to eat, Raiment 
"pot of F | to. 


1 


to put on, and n Place where to lay our Head, with 


not only the Neceſſaries, but the Conveniencies of 
Life. Above all, he has committed to our Charge 


2 precious Talent which contains all the reſt, 


Indeed it is unſpeakably precious, if we 
— 1055 and faithful Stewards of it; if we em- 
ploy every Part of it for ſuch Purpoſes. as our 
bleſſed Lord has commanded us to do. 

8. Gop has iftrufted us, er. with ſe- 
veral Talents, which do not property come under 
any of theſe Heads: Such 1 "bodily Strength ; 
ſuch are Hrafth, a pleaſing Perſorr, an agreeable 
Addreſs : Such are feos; and Knowledge in their 
various Degrees, with all the other Advantages of 
Education. Such is the Influence which we have 
over others, whether by their Lor and Eſteem of 
us, or by Pawer: Power to-do them Good. or 
Hurt, to help or hinder them in the Circumſtances 


of Bie. Add to theſe that invaluable Talent of 


Tims, with which Gop' intruſts us from Moment 
to Moment. Add, laſtly, that on Which all the 
reſt depend, and without which they would all be 
Cutſcs, not Bleſſings: Namely, the Grace of Gop, 
the Power of his Holy Spirit, which alone worketh 
in us all that is acceptable in his Sight. 


u. 1. Un b muy Reſpects are the Children « of 
Men, Stewards' of the Lord, the K+ r 'of Heaven 
and Barth. 80 large a Portion &f his Goods, of 
various Kinds, bach b he committed to their Charge. 


But it is not fot ever, nor indeed for any conſi- 


derable Time. We have this Truſt repoſed in us, 
N during e, hött, uncertain Space that we ſo- 
journ 


2 


(0: 
journ here below : Only ſo long as we remain on 
Earth, as this fleeting Breath is in our Noſtrils. 
The Hour is ſwift; by approaching, it is juſt at 
Hand, when we can be no langer Stewards, The 


Moment the Body returns to the Duſt as it was, 


and the Spirit to GOD that gave it, we bear that 
Character no more; the Time of our Steward- 
ſhip is at an End. part of thoſe Goods where- 
with we were before intruſted, are now come to 
an End: At leaſt, they are ſo with Regard to 
7's; nor are we lopger intruſted with them : And 
that Part which remains, can no „ be em- 
ployed or improved as it was befor 

2. Part of what we were aſd; with 33 


is at an End, at leaſt with Regard. to us. What 


have we to do. after this Life, with Food, and 
Raiment, and Houſes, and earthly Poſkſſions ? ? The 
Food of the Dead is the Duſt of the Earth: They 
are cloathed only with Worms and Rottenneſs. 
They dwell in the Houſe prepared for all Fleſh : 


Their Lands know them no more. All their worldly 


Goods are delivered into other Hands, and hey 
have na more Portion under the Sun. 

3. The Caſe is the ſame with Regard to the 
Bach. The Moment the Spirit returns to Gop, 
we are no longer Stewards of this Machine, which 
is then ſown in Corruption and Diſhonour. All 
the Parts and Members of which it was compoſed, 
lie mouldering in the Clay. T he Hands have 
no longer Power to move; the Feet have forgot 
their Office; the Fleſh, - the Sinews, the Bones, 


are * Halting. to be diſfoved into common Duſt. 


4. Here 


( w ) 

4. Here end alſo the Talents of a mixt Na- 
ture, our Strength, our Health, our Beauty ; our 
Eloquence and Adr; our Faculty of pleaſing, 
of perſnading, or convincing others. Here end 
likewiſe all the Honours we once enjoyed, all the 
Power which was lodged in our Hands, all the 


Influence which we once had over others, either 


by the Love or the Eſteem which they bore us. 
Our Love, our Hatred, our Defire is periſhed : None 
regaad how we were once affected toward them. 
They look upon the Dead as neither able to help 
nor hurt them: 80 that a org N +44 ile 
a dead Lion. | 

5. Perhaps a Doubt may remain, contcriing 
ſome of the other Talents wherewith we are now 


intruſted, whether they will ceaſe to exiſt en 


the Body returns to Duſt, or only 'ceaſe to be 
improvable. Indeed there is no Doubt, but the 
Kind of Speech which we now uſe, by Means of 
theſe bodily Organe, will then be intirely at an 
End, when thofe Organs are deſtroyed.- It is 
certain the Tongue will no more oceaſion 

Vibrations in the Air: Neither will the Ear con- 
vey thefe tremulous Motions to the commen Sen- 
fory. Even the feu exit, the low, ſhrill Voice, 


which the Poet ſuppoſes to belong to a ns 


Spirit, we cannot allow to have à real Being; it 

is a mere Flight of Imagination. Indeed it can- 

not be queſtioned, but ſeparate Spirits have ſome 

Way to communicate their Sentiments to each 

other: But what Inhabitant of Fleſh and Blood 
can explain that Way What we term Speech, 


they cannot have. 80 that we can no longer be 
Stewards 


„ 
Stewards of this Talent, when we are numbered 
with the Dead. 15 

6. It may likewiſe admit of a Doubt, whether "2 
our Senſes. will exiſt, When the Organs of Senſe | 
. are deſtroyed, | I it not probable, | that thoſe of | 
X the lower Kind will ceaſe ;. the Feeling, the Smell, 
the Taſte, as they have a mere immediate Refe+ 
rence to the Body, and are chiefly, if not wholly 
intended for the Preſervation of it ? But will not 
ſome Kind of Sight remain, although the Eye be 
Cloſed in Death ? And. will there not be ſomething 
in the Seul, equivalent to the preſent Senſe of 
Hearing? Nay, is it not probable, that theſe will 4 
not only exiſt in the ſeparate State, but exiſt in 1 
a far greater Degree, in a more eminent Manner 
than now? When the Soul, diſintangled from its 

Clay, is no longer ; 


© A dying Sparkle in a cloudy Place; 
when it no longer 
Looks thro the Windows of the Eye and Ear:” 


But rather is all Eye, all Ear, all Senſe, in a | 
Manner we cannot yet conceive. And have we 

not a clear Proof of the Poſſibility of thig, of 

ſeeing without the Uſe of the Eye, and: hearing 

without the Uſe of the Ear? Yea; and an Ear- 
neſt of it continvally ? For does not the Soul ſee, 

in the cleareſt Manner, when the Eye is of no 

Uſe, namely, in Dreams? Does ſhe not then en- 

joy the Faculty of Hearing, without any Help from 

the Ear? But however. this be, certain it is, that 

neither will our Seuſes, any more than aur. Speech, 
8 | be 
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de intruſted to us in the Manner they are now, 


when the Body lies in the ſilent Grave. 


7. How far the Knnwledge or Learning which 


we have gained by Education will then remain, 
we cannot tell. Solomon indeed ſays, There is no 
Work, nor Device, mr Knowledge,” nor Wiſdom, in 
the Grave whither thou gogſt. But it is evident, 
theſe Words cannot be underſtood in an abſolute 
Senſe. For it is ſo far from being true, that there 
is no Knowledge after we have quitted the Body, 
that the Doubt lies on the other Side, Whether 
there be any ſuch Thing as real Knowledge till 
then? Whether it be not a plain, We Truth, 
not a mere — Fictjon,” | 


| That © 1 al theſe Shadows, which for! Things we 
take, 
Are but the empty Dreams, which 3 in Death's 
: Sleep we nba 


Only excepting thoſe Tho. which en > bimſclf 
has been pleaſed to reveal to Man. I will ſpeak 
for one: After having ſought for Truth with fome 
Diligence for Half a Century, I am at this Day 
hardly ſure of any Thing, but what I learn from 
the Bible. Nay, 1 poſitively affirm, I knaw no- 
thing elſe ſo certainly, that 1 would dare to ſtake 
my Salvation upon it. 

So much however we may learn from So bam s 
Words, that there is no ſuch Knowkdge or Wi/- 
dom in the Grave, as will be of any Uſe to an 
unhappy Spirit; chere is no Device there, whereby 
be can now improve thoſe Talents, with — 

6 e 
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he was once intruſted. For Time is no more: 
The Time of our Trial for everlaſting Happineſs 
or Miſery is paſt. Our Day, the Day of Man, 1s 
over; the Day ꝙ Salvation is ended. Nothing now 
remains but the Day of the Lord, uſhering in 
wide, unchangeable Eternity. 

8. But ſtill our Souls, being incorruptible and 
immortal, of a Nature little lower than the Angels, 
(even if we are to underſtand that Phraſe of our 
original Nature, which may well admit of a Doubt) 
when our Bodies are mouldered into Earth, will 
remain with all their Faculties. Our Memory, 
our Underſtanding will be ſo far from being de- 
ſtroyed, yea, or impaired by the, Diſſolution of 
the Body, that on the contrary, . we have Rea- 
ſon to believe, they will be inconceivably ſtrength- 


ened. Have we not the cleareſt Reaſon to believe, 


that they will then be wholly freed from thoſe 


Defects, which now naturally reſult from the U- 


nion of the Soul with the corruptible Body? It 


is highly probable, that from the Time theſe are 


diſunited, our Memory will let nothing lip : Lea, 
that it will faithfully exhibit every Thing to our 
View, which was ever committed to it. It is 


true, that the inviſible World is in Scripture termed 


the Land of Forgetfulne/s ; or, as it is ſtill more 
ſtrongly expreſſed in the old Tranſlation, the Land 
where all Things are forgotten. They are for- 
gotten : But by whom? Not by the Inbabi- 
tants of that Land, but by the Inhabitants of the 
Earth. It is with Regard to them that the un- 
ſeen World is the Land of Forgetfulneſs. All Things 
therein are too frequently forgotten by theſe ; but 
| B not 
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not by diſembodied Spirits. From the Time they 
have put off the earthly Tabernacle, we can hardly 
think they forget any Thing. 

9. In like Manner the Under/tanding will doubt- 
leſs be freed, from the Defects that are now in- 
ſeparable from it. For many Ages it has been 
an unqueſtioned Maxim, Humanum eſt errare & 
neſcire: Tgnorance and Miſtake are inſeparable - 
trom Human Nature. But the Whole of this 
Aſſertion is only true, with Regard to living Men, 
and holds no longer, than while the corruptible 
Body preſſes down the Soul. Ignorance indeed be 
longs to every finite Underſtanding, ſeeing there 
is none beſide Gop that knoweth all Things: But 
not Miſtake. When the Body is laid afide, this 
alſo is laid aſide for ever. | 

Io, What then can we fay to an ingenious | 
Man, who has lately made a Diſcovery, that diſ- 
embodied Spirits have not only no Senſes (not 
even Sight or Hearing) but no Memory or Under- 
ſtanding, no Thought or Perception, not ſo much 
as a Conſciouſneſs of their own Exiſtence ! That 
they are- in a dead Sleep from Death to. the. Re- 
ſurreQion ! Cnſanguineus lethi ſopor indeed! Such 
a Sleep we may well call a near Kinjman of 
Death, if it be not the ſame Thing. What can 
we ſay, but that ingenious Men have ſtrange 
Dreams : ' And theſe they ſometimes miſtake for 
Realities. OP ns | 1 

11. But to return. As the Soul will retain its 
Underſtanding and Memory, notwithſtanding the 
Diſſolution of the Body, ſo undoubtedly the Vill, 
including all the AfeFions, will remain in * 


1 | 

full Vigour. 1f our Love or Anger, our Hope or 
Deſire periſh, it is only with. Regard to thoſe 
whom we leave behind. To: them it matters not, 
whether they were the Objects of our Love or 
Hate, of our Deſire or Averſion. But in ſepa- 
rate Spirits themſelves, we have no Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that any of theſe are extinguiſhed. It is 
more probable, that they work with far greater 
Force, than while the Soul was clogged with Fleſh 
and Blood. 

12. But althongh all theſe, although both our 
Knowledge and Senſes, our Memory and Under- 
ſtanding, together with our Will, our Love, Hate, 
and all our Affections, remain after the Body is 
dropt off, yet in this Reſpect they are as though 
they were not, we are no longer Stewards of 
them, The Things continue, but our Steward- 
ſhip does not: We no more act in that Capacity. 
Even the Grace which was formerly intruſted 
with us, in order to enable us to be faithful and 
wiſe Stewards, is now no longer intruſted for 
— * Purpoſe. The Days of our Stewardſhip are 


III. 1. It now remains, that being no longer 
Stewards, we give an Account of our Stewardſhip. 
Some have imagined, this is to be done imme- 
diately after Death, as ſoon as we enter into the 
World of Spirits. Nay, the Church of Rome does 
abſolutely aſſert this; yea, make it an Article of. 
Faith. And thus much we may allow, the Mo- 
ment a Soul drops the Body, and ftands naked 
before Gop, it cannot but know what its Por- 

B. 2. tion 
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tion will be to all Eternity. It will have fu 
in its View, either everlaſting Joy, or everlaſt 


ing Torment: As it is no longer poſſible to be 


deceived, in the judgment which we paſs upon 


_ ourſelves, But the Scripture gives us no Reaſon 


to believe, that Gop will then fit in Judgment 
npon us. There is no Paſſage in all the Oracles 
of Gon, which affirms any ſuch Thing. That 


which has been frequently alledged for this Pur- 


pole, ſeems rather to prove the contrary : Namely, 
(Heb. ix. 27.) A is appointed far Men once to die, 
and after this, the Judgment. For in all Reaſon, 
the Word once is here to be applied, to Judgment 
as. well as Death, So that the fair -Inference to 
be drawn from this very Text, is, Not that there 


are two Judgments, a particular and general; but 


that we are to be judged, as well as to die, 
once only : Not once immediately after Death, and 
again after the General Reſurrection; but then 
only whcn the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory, 
and all his holy Angels with him. The Imagina- 
tion therefore of one Judgment at Death, and 
another at the End of the World, can have no 
Place with thoſe who make the written Word 
of Gop, the whole and ſole Standard of their 
Faith. : 

2. The Time then when we are to give this 
Account, is when the great white Throne comes 
down from Heaven, and he that. ſitteth thereon, 


from whoſe Face the Heavens and the Earth flee 


away, and there is found no Place for them. It is 
then the Dead, ſmall and great, will fland before 
God: And the Books will be opened; the Book of 

| Scripture, 


„ 
Scripture, to them who were intruſted therewith, 
the Book of Conſcience to all Mankind. The” 
Book of Remembrance likewiſe, (to uſe another ſcrip- 
tural Expreſſion) which had been written from 
the Foundation of the World, will then be laid 
open to the View of all the Children of Men. Be- 
fore all theſe, even the Whole of Human Race, 
before the Devil and his Angels, before an innu- 
merable Company of holy Angels, and before Gop 
the Judge of all: Thou wilt appear, without any 
Shelter or Covering, without any Poſſibility of 
Diſguiſe, to give a particular Account of the Manner 


wherein thou haſt employed all thy Lord's Goods. 


3. The Judge of all will then enquire, ©* How 
didſt thou employ thy Sou? I intruſted thee with 
an immortal Spirit, endowed with various Powers 
and Faculties, with Underſtanding, Imagination, Me- 


mery,. Will, Afe&tions; 1 gave thee withal full 


and expreſs Directions, how all theſe were to be 
employed. Didſt thou employ thy: Under/tanding, 
as far as it was capable, according to thoſe Di- 


rections, namely, in the Knowledge of thyſelf and 


me? My Nature, my Attributes? My Works, 


whether of Creation, of Providence, or of Grace? 
In acquainting thyſelf with my Word ? In uſing 


Means to increaſe thy Knowledge thereof? 


In meditating thereon Day and Night? Didſt 


thou employ thy Memory according to my Will? 


In treaſuring up whatever Knowledge thou hadſt 
acquired; which might conduce to my Glory, to 
thy own Salvation, or the Advantage of others? 


Didſt thou ſtore up therein, not Things of no Va- 


lue, but whatever Iaſtruftions thou hadſt learned 
; B 3 from 


* 

„ on 
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from my Word : And whatever Ex perience thou 
hadſt gained, of my Wiſdom, Truth, Power, and 
Mercy ? Was thy Vnagination employed, not in 
painting vain Images, much leſs ſuch as nouriſhed 
Foliſßh and hurtful Deſires, but in repreſenting to 
thee whatever would profit thy Soul, and awaken . 
thy Purſuit of Wiſdom and Holineſs,? Didſt thou 
follow my Directions with Regard. to thy Will? 
Was it wholly given up to me? Was it ſwal- 
lowed up in mine, ſo as never to oppoſe, but 
always run parallel with it? Were thy Aections 
placed and regulated in ſuch a Manner, as I ap- 
pointed in my Word? Didſt thou give me thy 
Heart? Didſt thou not love the World, neither 
the Things of the World? Was I the Object of 
thy Love? Was all thy Deſire unto. me, and 
unto the Remembrance of my Name ? Was I the 
Joy of thy Heart, the Delight of thy Soul, the 
Chief among Ten Thouſand ? Didſt thou ſorrow 
for nothing but what grieved my Spirit? Didſt 
thou fear and hate nothing but Sin ? Did the 
Whole Stream of thy Ace flow back to the 
Ocean from whence they came? Were thy Thoughts 
employed according to my Will? Nat in rangin 
to the Ends of the Earth, not on. Folly, or Sin 
but on whatever Things were pure, whathever- 
Things were holy, on whatſoever was conducive 
to my Cl, and to Feare and God. will among 
Men 
4. Thy Lak will then | inquire, How didſt 
thou employ the Body where with I intruſted thee? 
I gave thee a Tongue, to praiſe me therewith : 
Nidſt thou uſe it to the End for which it was 
given ? 
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given? Didſt thou employ it, not in Evil-ſj peaking 
or Idle-ſpeaking, not in uncharitable or unprofi- 
table Converſation; but in ſuch as was good, as 
was neceſſary or uſeful, either to thyfelf or others ? 
Such as always tended, directly or indirectly, to 
miniſter” Grace to the Hearers ? 1 gave thee, to- 
gether with thy other Senſes, thoſe grand Ave- 
nues of Knowledge, Sight and Hearing: Were 
theſe employed to thoſe excellent Purpoſes for 
which they were beſtowed upon thee ? In bring- 
ing thee in more and more Inſtruftion in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs? I gave thee Hands 
and Feet and various Members, wherewith to per- 
form the Works which were prepared for thee: 
Were they employed, not in doing the Will of the 
Fleſh, of thy evil Nature, or the Will of the Mind, 
the Things to which thy Reafon or Fancy led thee, 
but the Will him that fent thee into the World, 
merely to work out thy own' Salvation ? Didſt 
thou preſent all thy Members, not to Sin, as In- 
ſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs, but to me alone, 
through the Son of my Love, as Inſtruments f 
Righteouſneſs ?"* 

5. The Lord of all will next inquire, © How 
didft thou employ the worldly Goods which 1 lodged 
in thy Hands? Didſt thou uſe thy Food, not ſo 


as to ſeek or place thy Happineſs therein, but ſo 
as to preſeve thy Body in Health, in Strength, and 
Vigour, a fit Inſtrument for the Soul ? Didſt thou 


uſe Apparel, not to nouriſh Pride or Vanity, much. 
leſs to tempt” others to Sin, but conveniently and 


decently to defend thyſelf from the Injuries of 
the Weather? Didſt than: prepare and uſe thy 


Houſe 
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Houſe and all other Conveniencies, with a ſingle 
Eye to my Glory? In every Point ſeeking not thy 
own Honour, but mine; ſtudying to pleaſe not 
thyſelf, but me? Once more: In what Manner 
didſt thou employ that comprehenſive Talent, 
Money! Not in gratifying the Deſire of the Fleſty, 
the Defire of the Eye, or the Pride of Life ? 
Not ſquandering it away in vain Expences, the 
fame as throwing it into the Sea ? Not hoarding 
it up to leave behind thee, the ſame as burying 
it in the Earth? But firſt ſupplying thy own rea- 
ſonable Wants, together with theſe of thy Fa- 
mily ; then reſtoring the Remainder to me, through 
the Poor, whom 1 had appointed to receive it: 
Looking upon thyſelf as only one of that Number 
of Poor, waoſe Wants were to be ſupplied out of 
that Part of my Subſtance which I had placed 
in thy Hands for this Purpoſe : Leaving thee the 
Right of being ſupplied firſt, - and the Bleſſedneſs 
of giving rather than receiving? Waſt thou ac- 
cordingly a General Benefactor to Mankind? Feed- 
ing the Hungry, cloathing the Naked, 8 
the Sick, aſſiſting the Stranger, relieving the Af- 
flifted according to their various Neceſſities? Waſt 
thou Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame? 
A Father to the Fatherleſs, and an Huſband to the 
Widow ? And didſt thou labour to improve all 
outward Works: of Mercy, as Means of ſaving 
Souis from Death??? EFF | 6 0 

6. Thy Lord will farther inquire; © Haſt: thou 
been a wiſe and faithful Steward, with Regard” 
to the Talents of a mixt Nuture which 1 lent 
_ thee? Didſt thou employ thy Health and Strength, 
| not 
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not in Folly or Sin, not in the Pleaſures which 
periſhed in the uſing, not in making Proviſion fer 
the Fleſh, to fulfil the Deſires theregf, but in a vi- 
gorous Purſuit of that better Part, which none 
could take away from thee ? Didſt thou employ 
whatever was pleaſing in thy Perſon or Addreſs, 
whatever Advantages thou hadſt by Education, 
whatever Share of Learring, whatever Knowledge 
of Things or Men was committed to thee, for the 
promoting of Virtue in the World, for the En- 
largement of my Kingdom? Didſt thou employ 
whatever Share of Power thou hadft, whatever 
Influence over others, by the Love or Eſteem of 
thee which they had conceived, for the Increaſe of 
their Wiſdom and Holineſs ? Didſt thou employ 
that ineſtimable Talent of Time with Warineſs and 
Circumſpection, as duly weighing the Value of 
every Moment, and knowing that all were num- 
bered in Eternity. Above all, waſt thou a good 
Steward of my Grace, preventing, accompanying, 
and following thee ? Didſt thou duly obferve and 
carefully improve all the Influences of my Spirit? 
Every good Deſire? Every Meaſure of Light? All 
his ſharp or gentle Reproofs? How didſt thou 
profit by the Spirit of Bondage and Fear, which was 
previous to the Spirit of Adoption? And when 
thou waſt made a Partaker of this Spirit, cz yin 
in thy Heart, Abba, Father, didſt thou ſtand: fa 
in the glorious Liberty wherewith I made thee 
free? Didſt thou from thenceforth preſent thy Soul 
and Body, all thy Thoughts, thy Words, and Ac- 
tions, in one Flame of Love, as an holy Sacrifice, 
glorifying me with thy Body and thy Spirit? 4 
f | | Wel- 
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Well. done, good and faithful Servant! Enter thou 
into the Joy of thy Lord!“ And what will remain, 
either to the faithful or unfaithful Steward ? No- 
thing but the Execution of that Sentence, which 
has been paſſed by the righteous Judge: Fixing thee 
in a State which admits of no Change, through 
everlaſting Ages. It remains only, that thou 
be rewarded to all Eternity, according to. thy 
Works, 


IV. 1. From thoſe lain Conſiderations we may 
learn, firſt, How important is this ſhort, uncer- 
tain Day of Life ! How precious, above all Utte- 
rance, above all Conception, is every Portion of 
it! 


The leaſt of 4 theſe a ſerious Care demands 
For tho' they are little, they are golden Sands!“ 


How deeply does it concern every Child of Man, 
to let none of theſe run to waſte; but to improve 
them all to the nobleſt Purpoſes, as long as the 
Breath of Gop is in his Noſtrils! 

2. We learn wa hence, ſecondly, that there 
is no Employment of our Time, no Action or Con- 
verſation that is purely indifferent. All is good 
or bad, becauſe all our Time, as every Thing we 
have, is, net our own. All theſe are, as our Lord 
ſpeaks, 1d «axorgur, the Property of another; of 
Gop, dur Creator. Now theſe either are, or are 
not employed, according to bis Will. If they are 
ſo 1 all is good; if they are not, all is 
evil. Again: le is his Will, that we ſhould con- 

tinually 
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tinuaMy grow in Grace, and in the living Know- 
ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Conſequently, 
every Thought, Word, and Work whereby this. 
Knowledge is increaſed, whereby we grow in 
Grace, is good : And every one where by this 
Knowledge is not increaſed, is truly and properly 
evil, | | 

3. We learn from hence, thirdly, that there 
are no Works of Superogation ; that we can never 
do more than our Duty : Seeing all we have. is 
not our own, but Gop's, all we can do is due 
to Him. We have not received this or that, or 
many Things only, but every Thing from Him : 
Therefore every Thing is his Due. He that gives 
us all, muſt needs have a Right to all. So that 
if we pay him any Thing lefs than all, we can- 
not be faithful Stewards, And conſidering every 
Man ſhall receive his «wn Reward, according to his 
cwn Labour, we cannot be wife Stewards, unleſs 
we labour to the Uttermoſt of our Power: Not 
leaving any Thing undone, which we poſſibly can 
do, but putting forth all our Strength. 

4- Brethren, Who is an underſtanding Man and 
indued with Knowledge among you ? Let him ſhew 
the Wiſdom from above, by walking ſuitably to 
his Character. If he ſo account of himſelf, as a 
Steward of the manifold Gifts of Gow, let him 
ſee that all his Thoughts, and Words, and Works 
be agreeable to the Poſt Gop has aſſigned him. 


It is no ſmall Thing, to lay out for Gop all 


which you have received from Gop. It requires 


all your Wiſdom, all your Reſolution, all your 


Patience and Conſtancy : Far more than ever you 
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had by Nature; but not more than you may have 


by Grace. For his Grace is ſufficient for you, 
and all Things, you know, are poſſible to him that 
beleveth. By Faith then put en the Lord Jeſus 


Chrift ; put on the hole Armour of COD, and 


you ſhall be enabled to glorify him in all your 
Words and Works, yea, to bring every Thought 
into the Obedience of Chriſt. 


EDINBURGH, 
May 14, 1768. 
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